BUNKER RENOVATION

Bunker renovation is currently in progress at the MountainView (MV) golf course.  This is part of a 4 year program to renovate all the bunkers (approximately 40 total) at MV.  The following bunkers will be renovated at this time – practice bunker, 18 greenside (G), 3 G, 6 G (2), 9 G (left), 12 G, 13 G (3), and 15 G.  Expected bunker life is normally about 6 years but varies depending up soil conditions, maintenance, and environmental conditions.  Two major issues occur to reduce bunker life – drainage and sand quality.  Drainage issues occur due to damaged drain tiles and/or silt filling the drainage channels and drain tiles resulting in wet bunkers.  The silt buildup is due to soil conditions or excessive watering and/or rain.  

Sand quality degrades from excessive silt buildup in the sand, by loss of sand due to weather – wind and flooding, and rocks migrating into the sand.  Excessive silt leads to hard and wet bunkers.  The loss of sand results in thin sand coverage – less than the normal 4-6” bottom and 2-4” wall depths.  Rocks migrate into the bunkers and pose a safety issue.  Rocks and excessive silt (not hindering drainage) can be removed by sifting the sand to remove the rocks and silt clumps.  
As you play at MV, take a moment to look at a bunker being renovated.  The first step is to remove all the sand down to the bare ground.  The drainage channels, drain tiles covered with gravel, will be obvious, all leading to a central drainage pipe/tile.  The drainage channels and the main drain tile will be checked for water flow before sand is added back into the bunker.  If there is silt in the drainage channels, the gravel will be removed, the drain tiles cleaned, and the gravel replaced.  Also, if the bunker needs to be reshaped, it will be done at this time.  Initially, the new sand will be very soft and fluffy.  Water and time will compact the sand to a more playable condition.

Therefore, as you play from the bunkers, the newly renovated bunkers will play entirely different from the existing bunkers; so different clubs and shots will be required.  See your local Pro about how to manage this part of your game.
