GOLF COURSE AERATION AND TOPDRESSING
GREEN CORE AERATION:

Core aeration of the greens at MountainView (MV) and the Preserve golf courses are scheduled for spring and fall of each year.  Core aeration is the process whereby holes are punched in the greens using hollow tines to prevent excessive organic matter accumulation.  The core plugs are collected and a sand “topdressing” is spread to fill the holes and the excess sand swept away.  The holes and sand allow water and oxygen to penetrate into the root zone to promote healthier plant growth.  If aeration is not performed on a routine schedule, greens become vulnerable to disease, soft surfaces due to poor drainage, and poor root growth.  The removed sod plugs will be used as turf starters on other parts of the golf course; i.e. retaining wall repairs on hole #10 at the Preserve, fairway entrances and exits, and repairing bare spots.
Immediately after aeration and topdressing, the greens will be mowed to 5/32” (about 1/32” above the pre-aeration height) to help fill the aeration holes and smooth the topdressing layer.  After aeration, the aeration holes will be visible along with the sand topdressing resulting in somewhat slower green speeds and erratic rolls. The greens will continued to be mowed at the 5/32” height for about 1-1/2 to 2 weeks after which a second sand topdressing will be applied.  After that, the greens should return to pre-aeration speeds and roll.  Although core aeration and topdressing are disruptions to the golfers for a short duration, the long term benefits far outweigh the disruptions.

Local rules for both MountainView and the Preserve allow for free relief if your ball comes to rest in an aeration hole or slice whether on the putting green or through the green.
FAIRWAY / ROUGH AERATION:

More frequently, the fairways and roughs will be core aerified, especially in those areas where thin turf and/or hard packed soils are prevalent.  The core plugs are generally just mowed back into the turf; although a sand topdressing may be applied to fill the holes and allow moisture and root growth to help break up hard packed soils.  Also, soil amendments can be applied to help break up the soil.
Soil slicing is an additional method of opening up the turf for air, moisture, and chemicals penetration.  The slicer is a large roller with a series of knife blades is rolled over the turf leaving thin slits in the turf.  There are no plugs or other residue leftover.

